
CARTOON ANALYSIS CHART
Use this chart to support Activity 4: Analyzing Language Relations through Cartoons, on page 8 of Historica Canada’s Official Languages 
Act Education Guide. See following pages for examples of cartoons.

Captions or labels: What words are used to 
identify people or objects? Who or what is 
depicted in this cartoon? What wording is 
used to describe the cartoon?

Size/Scale: Are figures drawn in proportion 
or out of proportion to each other?

Composition: How does the arrangement or 
location of figures or objects in the cartoon 
give meaning to its elements?

Symbolism: Cartoonists use symbolism (a 
sign or object that represents something 
else) to give visual details meaning. This can 
include characters, labels, or other details 
in the image. Write a list of the details and 
symbols in the cartoon, and explain their 
significance. This can include any words or 
dates.

Caricatures and Stereotypes: A caricature 
exaggerates certain characteristics of an 
individual, usually for comic purposes, while 
a stereotype oversimplifies an individual 
or group, often in an insulting way. Has 
the cartoonist exaggerated any physical 
features of the people in the cartoon? Does 
the cartoon use stereotypes? If so, what do 
these visual messages communicate?

Perspective: Political cartoons always 
represent a particular historical perspective. 
Read about the context of the political 
cartoon. Is the perspective easily identified, 
or is it unclear?
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